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Education 5 -When I went to 
school. 

 
Julia from Mannheim describes her schooling. 

 
I went to school in Mannheim, Germany from 1997 to 2010. Generally, we had classes from 8 

am to 1 pm, Monday to Friday, depending on the year and the class. Most lessons were 45 

minutes in duration, but we also had 90-minute lessons for compulsory subjects such as Maths 

and German.  

Class sizes tended to vary.  In French, we were only seven pupils, which was great because you 

could learn better in a class with seven than thirty. There had to be a minimum of five pupils per 

class. I remember once there was a physics class with five pupils. We could change our “core 

subjects” if we wanted to. By the end of the year, there was only one pupil left in that class. We 

joked if the teacher used the board or wrote directly into the pupil's notebook. 

We had many subjects, including German, Maths, English, French, Spanish, Biology, Chemistry, 

Physics, Music, Art, Sports, Geography, Social Studies. In my last two years, I could choose the 

subjects. In grade 7, I could choose between French or Latin. chose French. It is such a beautiful 

language, and Latin had limited use for me. I thought it was a dead language. Then, in grade 9 we 

could either choose between Spanish or Science & Technology. 

German and Maths were compulsory subjects. You also had to choose a foreign language, and a 

science. My "Abitur" was in German, Maths, French, English. These were the subjects that were 

tested.  

We used books, the blackboard, the OHP and a computer room. I remember my first email 

address; we were in the 8th grade, and the teacher said we would all need email addresses in the 

future. I used my school email address many years later. I used the Internet at home to prepare 

for presentations, but we did not use it at school. 
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I also attended some seminar courses called "Schüler Ingenieur Akademie". It was a project in 

which different schools and local companies participated together with the University of Applied 

Sciences.  

As a team, we built a little robot, soldered all the pieces together, learned how to programme it. It 

was fun. It was the closest thing to my future career. The programme started in year 12 and it 

lasted about 15 months. We met for one afternoon every week, often on a Friday.  

Our work could be credited towards the Abitur. I had to apply to participate in this project. This 

programme was special because it was organised by companies as well. I do not know if the 

companies were "talent scouting" but certainly it gave us an idea of what companies were about. 

It was kind of advertising for being an engineer, which I now am.  

The lessons were very interactive. The organisers wanted us to participate, to exchange thoughts, 

to discuss. The problem was, as the pupils got older, they did not want to participate any longer. 

Only the truly enthusiastic stuck it to the end.  

I think the academy was good preparation for my life. In school, you learn how to socialise, 

communicate, get along. But much of the content in the subjects I no longer really use.  But one 

can never tell. I wish I had paid more attention to German grammar because it is so important in 

my current job.  

Our teachers were super friendly. I know they went to field trips with us, which they did not have 

to do. Some teachers invited us to their homes for dinner, to talk about different things. We were 

treated as young adults. 

My German teacher in the Abitur class still stands out. We had to read certain books to prepare 

for the Abitur. It was so much fun. He was a genius at explaining.  Nobody wanted to read 

Goethe's "Faust".  But the way he discussed the play with us made it fun and exciting.  We also 

had to read, "The Trial" by Franz Kafka. How he explained the books to us, his thoughts! I think 

I can still remember every book we discussed. 

It is hard to compare my schooling years with those today. I do not really know anybody close 

enough who goes to school at the moment. What I hear during the pandemic is that the use of 

technology in classrooms has not developed that much. 

Most of the time I enjoyed going to school. I liked seeing my friends, I think I liked learning. 

Sometimes I miss seeing the same people every day. The friends I travel with are from school and 

we are still in contact.  

But going back to school? Phew! No! Now it would be boring. With the knowledge and 

experience you have gained; it wouldn't be that challenging. But on the other hand, does learning 

ever stop? 
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Baked  
cod fillet 

 
 

Ingredients (for 2) 

 

Method 

250 g cod fillets 
1 tbsp rapeseed oil 
½ onion 
½ pepper 
1 ½ tomatoes 
100 g mushrooms 
Herbs de Provence 
Iodised salt 
Pepper 
50 ml water 
50 g Parmesan 
Parsley, fresh 
200 g wholemeal pasta 

Preparation time approx. 30 minutes 
Cooking time approx. 20 minutes 
Total time approx. 50 minutes 

Dab the fish dry and salt it. Grease a baking 
dish with a little oil and place the fish in it. 
Then dice the onions and fry them in oil in a 
pan. Cut the peppers into strips and add 
them. Cook until firm to the bite. Then chop 
the mushrooms and tomatoes and add them. 
Season the vegetables with Herbs de 
Provence and salt and pepper. 

Spread the vegetable mixture over the fish 
and add water. Bake in a preheated oven at 
170 °C top/bottom heat for about 15 - 20 
minutes. 
 
Meanwhile, cook the wholemeal pasta in 
salted water until al dente. Sprinkle the fish 
and vegetables with parmesan and parsley 
before serving. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

Copyright Frank Peters www.peters-langues.fr frank@peters-langues.fr 

 

Ride Share 
 

 

Houston to Colorado  

Heading to Pueblo on Saturday, November 21. Looking for someone to split the 

driving. No gas $$$ required. 

I'll be driving a Kia Stinger. You can bring a large suitcase. It's a nice, new car. 

 

Will be taking I-45 to US 287 corridor then I-25. 

I'm a 40-year-old male professional. Looking for someone reasonable. No illegal 

bullshit or sexual nonsense. 

Phone (281) 456 9843 
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Need any  

office space? 

 

Don't miss the opportunity to get the lowest prices of the year. 50% OFF Promotion. Don’t let 

current events slow you down, try our fully furnished move-in ready space. Offices to fit 1-100 

people. Prices start at €399 per month. 

 

This is the best time to lock in a great rate on office space with Flexible Start Date! 

 

Sign now! Move in Later! Set your company up to save! These prices will not be available after 

lockdown is lifted. 

 

Call/Text John for more info or to take a Virtual tour or to stop by...📞 04.xx.95.96.97 📞 

 

Is the home office, and being home with kids a bit distracting? We have many solutions in place 

with many companies recently utilizing our platform of office space near home. 

 

Take space by the day week or month. No lease. Our fully serviced offices are moving ready with 

everything included-just show up and get to work! 

 

Your office comes with: 

👉Reception area, kitchen, tv lounge, meeting room, day offices, and video conferencing options 

👉Free high speed internet 

👉Business grade IT & firewall security 

👉Professional administrative support 

👉Access to our commercial office printer, scanner, and photocopier 

👉Preferred rates on office supplies and shipping 

👉Office furniture, utilities and nightly janitorial included 

👉Automated card key system with 24/7 secured access 

👉Great design & lighting 

👉24/7 Network monitoring support 

👉Outdoor patio, and outdoor lounge bar 
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Our special offers for this week. 

 

 Asparagus,  
 500 gr, €5.75 
 
 Saffron,  
 10 gr, €7.99 
 
 Vegetable oil,  
 750 ml. €1.19 
 
 Cheddar Cheese,  
 100 gr. €1.89 
 
 English Breakfast Tea  
Bags,pack of 50, €1.79 

 
  

Prawns  
100 grams, only €3.49.  
 
Carrots,  
2kg, only €0.99.  
 
Spring Beer,  
6 bottles, €4.95.   
 
After Eight Dinner Mints,  
1 box, €1.85.  
 
Pork Filet,  
€2.45 per 100 grams 
 

Rice,  
250 grams, €0.65. 
 
Freshly squeezed orange juice,  
1 litre, €2.95.  
 
Chocolate Ice Cream,  
1 kg., only €3.95 
 
Hair shampoo,  
200 ml. €1.25  
 
Sablé brand cat food,  
1 tin, 440 gr. €0.30 
 

Offers while stocks last. Valid from Mar 29. to Apr. 04. Closed Good Friday. 
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Palmolive Brings out Beauty 
while it cleans your skin! 
 
36 leading skin specialists in 1285 scientific tests 
proved that Palmolive’s beauty plan brings most 
women lovlier complexion in 14 days.  
 
Start Palmolive’s beauty plan today! Discover for 
yourself – as women everywhere have discovered – 
that Palmolive’s beauty plan brings exciting 
complexion loveliness.  
 
Here’s all you do. Gently massage Palmolive’s extra 
mild, pure lather onto your skin for just a minute, 
three times a day. Then rinse and pat dry. You’ll see 
Palmolive bring out your while it cleans your skin.  
 
Doctors prove Palmolive’s beauty results.  
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The Crossword 
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Across 

3. Where you can exchange currency. 

5. Small shop that sells food essentials. (two 

words) 

7. Where you can buy something to read. 

12. Gives you a map of the town. (two words) 

13. Sell you items to help you see better. 

16. Where you buy fashion items. 

19. It sells almost everything. 

20. Where the local council meets and works 

(two words). 

 

    

Down 

1. Where very young children stay during the 

day. 

2. Where you can buy bread. 

4. It lends books you can borrow. 

6. A nice place, with a French feel, for a light 

meal. 

8. A place of worship. 

9. Fly to distant places. 

10. Where your car is repaired. 

11. Sells papers, magazines. 

14. Where you show your prescriptions. 

15. The place your doctor works. 

17. It advises how to cook meat. 

18. It sells expensive, beautiful items women 

usually wear. 

 

 

 

Solution 12/21 

Across 

3. cupboard 

5. plug. 

6. window 

7. lamp 

10. armchair 

12. kettle 

13. wifi 

14. door 

16. sink 

18. bookshelf 

19. stove 
 

    

Down 

1. radiator 

2. calendar 

4. sofa 

8. pictures 

9. chair 

11. desk 

13. washbasin 

15. drawer 

17. table 
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Brida Journal, Ideas & Conversation,  

for and by learners of English 

Improve your English with the Brida Journal 

 

 

Journal Only English at  
your Fingertips 

English  
Flat rate 

Business 
Membership 

You receive the Brida 
Journal by email and can also 
read and listen to the texts 

online.  

 

You receive the Brida 
Journal by email and can also 
read and listen to the texts 

online.  

You have full access to the 
lesson archive. 

You can do the exercises and 
receive online support from 

me. 

You can participate in the 
"Welcome to Brida" Group 

on WhatsApp. 

 

You receive the Brida 
Journal by email and can also 
read and listen to the texts 

online.  

You have full access to the 
lesson archive. 

You can do the exercises and 
receive online support from 

me. 

You can participate in the 
"Welcome to Brida" Group 

on WhatsApp. 

You can attend lessons, 
online or face to face in 
groups. 

 

You receive the Brida 
Journal by email and can also 
read and listen to the texts 

online.  

You have full access to the 
lesson archive. 

You can do the exercises and 
receive online support from 

me. 

You can participate in the 
"Welcome to Brida" Group 

on WhatsApp. 

You can attend lessons, 
online or face to face in 
groups. 

You can promote your 
products and improve your 
English using Brida. 
 

Free €28 person / month €55 person / month €75 person / month 

 

Go to: https://journal.brida.eu/membership-account/membership-levels/ 

Secure subscription payment via PayPal / Credit & Debit Cards 
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The Brida Journal,  

a journal  

for learners of English  

by learners of English.  

 

Editor in Chief,  

Frank Peters,  

3 rue des Vignes,  

67160 Cleebourg,  

France.  

 

Phone: +33 (0)6 01 89 08 04 

Email: frank@peters-langues.fr  

Web: www.peters-langues.fr 

 

 

The journal’s website is www.journal.brida.eu.  

The journal’s email address is daily@brida.eu  

 

The Brida Journal is an educational tool with the purpose of helping learners to improve their 

knowledge of English.  

 

Educators wishing to participate in the programme should contact me via email.  

 

Third Party Inspirational Sources  

classifieds: gumtree.ie or gumtree.co.uk,  

the supermarket: various supermarket websites in the United Kingdom 
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